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he had vowed to go out into the jungle and lead the solitary life of contemplation. ' I too will come with my lord,' said the faithful wife : ' how can I live parted from thee for a moment ? As the moonless sky, as the waterless earth, so is a wife without her husband.'
So they went out together into the jungle.
After some days a Brahman approached and asked that the prince should give him his splendid chariot; and when the Princess Maddi grew angry at his request the prince rebuked her, saying, c 0 Maddi, if there were none to make requests there would be no giving; whence then should we mortals gain the true insight that comes only to the liberal ?' and with great joy he gave both chariot and horses to the Brahman, exclaiming, c 0 Brahman, through this gift freely given, may I be empowered to guide the chariot of the Righteous Law!'
Then taking up their children Jaliya and Krishnayina upon their shoulders, they passed on their way.
One day, whilst the Princess was out gathering roots and wild fruits for their evening meal, a hunchbacked Brahman drew near and addressed the Prince, ' 0 Prince of the Kshatriya stock, all hail! No servant have I, and alone I wander through the jungle. Give me, I pray thee, thy children.5 And when Wessantara hesitated, he reminded him of his name for liberality and adjured him to live worthy of it. "Wessantara thereupon laying aside the yearning of his heart, reasoned with himself, 'If now I give the children to the Brahman, then will Maddi and I feel the cruel pain of bereavement: but if I give them not